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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) An oral sustained release 
pharmaceutical comprising : 

a plurality of granules having diameters of not more 
than 1000 fxm, 

wherein said granules comprise: 

a nucleus granule comprised of beraprost sodium, and 
a coating agent coating said nucleus granule, and 
wherein said coating agent is comprised of: 
a first skin layer containing one or more relatively 
water-insoluble macromolecular substances selected from the 
group consisting of ethyl celluloses, butyl celluloses, 
polyvinyl acetates, polyvinyl butyrates, and wat er inoolu b -le 

aexy^-ie p o lym er ^crivafc l - v ea p oly (ethylacrylate , 

methy lmethacrylate) , and p oly ( ethylacrylate , 

meth ylmeth acr ylate) trimethyl -ammonio-ethylmethac r ylate ch loride, 
and 

a second skin layer €feFr^a4^ng^---one~--e-^ ;: — mo re hefc-mel-fc 
jrew— me lting o u fes tancca comprising a sub stance selected from the 

gr oup consisting of stearic acid, c apric acid, lauric acid, 

myris tic acid, p a lmitic acid, stearyl alcohol, rnyristyl alcohol , 
lauryl alcohol, cetyl alcohol, glyceryl palmitooleate , glyceryl 

mo nooleate, ' glycery l monostearate, gly ceryl monomyris tate , 

glyce ryl monob ehenate , glyceryl trimyristate , gl ycer yl 

tribehenate, carnauba wax, and paraffins - — sa-i-d— 4^e£— me-l-& — iew- 
me^-fc-i-wg-- subst-airees--^^^^ — e£ — Bet — ^vi-gher-~^,-te.^ 

wherein said first and second skin layers are selected 
to provide a pH- independen t r elease of said beraprost sodium . 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (cancelled) 
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5. (previously presented) . The oral sustained release 
pharmaceutical composition of claim 1, wherein a weight ratio of 
said first skin layer to said second skin layer ranges from 
about 1 : 9 to about 9:1. 

6. (cancelled) 

7. (previously presented) The oral sustained release 
pharmaceutical composition of claim 5, wherein said weight ratio 
ranges from about 3:7 to about 7:3. 

8 . (cancelled) 
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